Diagnostic value of percutaneous transhepatic cholangiography judged by personal experience of 58 patients.
During the last seven years percutaneous transhepatic cholangiography (PTC) using a fine needle was performed in 58 patients. The biliary tract was visualised and opacified in the 52 patients with dilated biliary ducts. The correct diagnoses were made in 51 of them. In six patients with a non-dilated biliary system, successful PTC was carried out with the correct diagnoses in four of them. There were four non-fatal complications; two septic reactions, one haemobilia, and one subcapsular haematoma, but all were controlled by conservative treatment alone. The PTC with a fine needle is an accurate, useful and safe procedure of choice for the diagnosis of obstructive jaundice and jaundice of obscure origin. It is useful in distinguishing hepatocellular jaundice from obstructive jaundice thus preventing an unnecessary operation. Failure to visualise the biliary tract by an experienced hand strongly indicates that the jaundice is non-obstructive.